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First Friday Friars President’s Message 

 

October 2021 
 

 

Greetings, Brother Friars! 

 

             
              

We are called to Take Up the Cross this past month as we celebrated the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross as a sign of salvation. Why would we glorify an instrument 
of grotesque pain, torture, and death? Much like a conquering King would wave the 
enemies captured flag so we recognize the victory of Jesus over death and the devil. 
The cross is that flag. When we commit to taking up the Cross what are we really 
committing to? I believe we are agreeing to follow in Jesus’s footsteps to embrace the 
difficulties and temptations of this world and humble ourselves through acts of mercy, 
prayer, and service to our fellow man. Our country is in a cultural crisis, and we are God’s 
new disciples of conversion. Being an active Friar is a step in the right direction! 

As a reminder to our viewing audience, Professor Rychlak’s book, Hitler, the War and 
the Pope, and John O’Neill’s book, The Fisherman’s Tomb, have been purchased by the 



2 
 

Friars for your personal reading. The books are free to Friars and are available for pickup 
from Friar John Aust’s office at 219 E. Chapman Ave, Orange (call first-weekdays and 
limited times on the weekends). 
 

October Speaker Program… 
  This month we have a very special privilege to listen to Mr. 
Sonny Herr’s life changing experience. He calls this presentation, 
“Then and Now”. I would add, a Life Redeemed. By any stretch 
of the imagination, I would call Sonny a walking miracle. I will let 
you decide. I met Sonny when I was the Police Chief for Chino 
and he was one of our Police Chaplains. It was at a Rotary club 
meeting when I first heard his amazing story. He will walk us 
through his wild youth, ending up in a place called Vietnam. At 
the time, he didn’t even know where that was. He soon learned. 
He is retired from the military not because of time served but due 

to injuries received in Vietnam with the 101st Airborne Division in 1968. 

Sonny’s favorite saying: “Only two defining forces have ever offered to die for you, 
Jesus Christ and the American Soldier. One died for your soul; the other for your 
freedom.” 

Reminder 

One of our First Friday Friar members will match the contributions 
of First Friday Friars up to $50,000 in donations to the Genesis 
Initiative. The mission of this initiative is to enhance understanding 
about the positive impact of Catholic values, teachings, and 
historical figures on the broader culture, by supporting the 
development and production of relevant movie and television 
projects and educational initiatives. First Friday Friars can make a 
difference in Catholic media influence! Send your donation to the 
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Genesis Initiative noting First Friday Friars in the memo portion. 
This is only available to us for the next 6 months.  

 
REMINDER: With the approval of the Board of Directors, our Website Improvement 
Project Committee has completed their assignment with the selection and hiring of a new 
Webmaster, Lana Farfan.  Lana has been designing and building a new professional 
website that is more user-friendly and interactive, which also includes a social media 
presence. The site is located at www.firstfridayfriars.com. Although still under 
construction, you can see the progress being made and we would appreciate your 
feedback thus far.  Thank you to Vice Chair, Hugh Lynch, John Aust, Bob Hengstebeck 
and Bill Flood for their time and continued commitment to this important project. 
 
 

I will continue to focus on the Mission Statement of our Catholic Men’s Organization, 
since our inception in 1959: Celebrating the Sacred Heart of Jesus, building 
friendships, and creating networking to expand contacts in the Catholic 
community. 

Our group is only as strong as its membership. Our new website will go a long way in 
enabling you to ask other members of your parish to view, engage and join in fellowship 
with like-minded Catholic men. We have a great speaker scheduled so please invite a 
guest to the October meeting.  

Please respond to me, either by email or cell phone, if you have any questions or 
comments. 

 

Faithfully yours in Christ Jesus, 

Gene Hernandez 
Gene Hernandez, President 
First Friday Friars 
genejhernandez@gmail.com  
714-393-6311 
 
*************************************************************************************************** 
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Date:  Friday, October 1, 2021 
 

Time: 11:30 AM Pacific Time 
 

Join Zoom Meeting at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3810426451 

 
Meeting ID: 381 042 6451 

NO PASSCODE IS REQUIRED 
REMEMBER TO MUTE YOUR MICROPHONES DURING 

MASS AND THE SPEAKER 
********************************************************************* 
 
 


